
Thursday, September 5th
Doors open at 5:30
Program: 6-8 p.m.

Glen Oaks Country Club
1401 Glen Oaks Dr. 

West Des Moines, IA 50266

Table of 10: $420
Single Ticket:  $45

BUFFET DINNER, SILENT AUCTION & CASH BAR

Iowans for Adoption Third
Annual Gala 

To buy tickets, click here. 

Raised in Oskaloosa, Rusty Johnson defied the odds of the foster care system.  Beginning 
in the fourth grade, Johnson entered his first of multiple foster placements.  By the sixth 
grade, music teacher Ms. Carolyn Brickley welcomed him into her home.  During a 
supervised visit, Johnson’s biological mother gave him a saxophone, with the agreement 
Ms. Brickley would offer him private music lessons. After his mother’s suicide in 1994, 
various hospitalizations, therapy and more foster placements, Rusty used the gift his 
mother gave him to ease his childhood struggles.  Now a professional musician, he has 
toured the world playing saxophone. Throughout his travels and child welfare advocacy, 
he has received national recognition. In 2016, Rusty moved back to Iowa to advocate for 
Iowa’s youth.  In 2017, Ms. Carolyn Brickley adopted Rusty on his 37th birthday.   

Keynote Speaker: Rusty Johnson 

www.iowansforadoption.org

Featured Speaker: Renee Hardman 
Renee Hardman is the CEO of the non-profit, Big Brothers Big Sisters of Central Iowa, 
where she is leading the organization to new heights of success. Renee has more than 
25 years of executive level HR experience and has served as a board member for nearly 
20 non-profits. Renee graduated from Drake University with a B.A. in psychology and 
later earned her MBA. Prior to joining BBBSCI, Renee founded Hardman Consulting, 
LLC, a human resources consulting firm. Previously, she was the Senior Vice President 
of Human Resources. In 2014, she was a proud inductee into the Iowa Women’s Hall of 
Fame and in 2017, she was the first African American woman elected to the West Des 
Moines City Council. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/third-annual-iowans-for-adoption-gala-silent-auction-tickets-63482061555?fbclid=IwAR22_Jyju2At7msCZNUyr5KfK4P4R4c8YB_mtctQShbctllREXeVR7W_rX8

